
The Fantasticks!  
1 

Fundraising Drive  

Spotlight On... 2 

Once Upon A Mattress 

  

 

 

Recap: Recap:   

An Uncommon En-An Uncommon En-

core Celebrationcore Celebration  

WORKINGWORKING  

3 

LIVING RESOURCESLIVING RESOURCES   

GO GREENGO GREEN  

4 

I ns ide  th i s  i ssue : 

Spr i ng  2010 

Vo lume 6,  Issue  1 

The Fantasticks 
Performances: 

April 30, May 1 & 2 

May 6, 7, 8, 9 

 

Friday & Saturday 

8:00PM 

Sunday Matinee 

2:00PM 

Thursday 

7:30 PM 
 

Shenendehowa  HS East 

Little Theater 

Moe Road Entrance 
Clifton Park NY 

 

FREE  

Musical Theatre 
Sponsored by  
The Town of  

Clifton Park 

The overture begins, the Mute (Shane Thompson)

enters, sees the audience and gestures to the other 

players to join him on the platform upon which the 

show will be played. A 

tattered drape which is 

lettered ñThe Fantas-

ticks" hangs at the front 

of the platform. At 

stage right, there is a 

large box of theatrical 

props.  The rest of the 

cast listens as El Gallo

(Rick Reed) sings "Try 

To Remember" to the 

audience, encouraging 

them to recall the ten-

der Septembers of their 

youth. 

 

El Gallo introduces The 

Boy (Matt Streifert ), 

The Girl (Alana Sangi-

acomo) their Fathers (Bill Depew and Tom Heckert) 

and the wall that separates them. He explains that The 

Girl began to notice a change in her ugly duckling 

features when she reached 15. Now 16, her sudden 

prettiness has led her to suspect that she is a princess. 

She relates how when a bird woke her up this morn-

ing, she put on her mother's necklace and her eyes 

changed color ("Bird Magic").  She then pleads for a 

life that is beyond the everyday and full of magic 

("Much More").   

The Boy enters and declares his love for The Girl. A wall 

appears in the form of a stick held by The Mute. Their par-

ents had built it to keep The Boy and The Girl apart.  In 

spite of it, the young couple vow to be together 

("Metaphor"). They discuss the risks they have taken to 

meet at the wall, obviously savoring every moment of the 

danger. The Girl reports a dream in which The Boy saved 

her from being abducted 

by a band of scoundrels 

(Jack Dowd and Mi-

chael Camelo). In her 

dream, after her dra-

matic rescue, their war-

ring fathers agreed to 

allow them to live hap-

pily ever after. 

 

However, they are 

brought back to reality 

by the appearance of 

The Boy's Father in the 

garden. He threatens to 

make it even harder for 

the young couple to see 

each other. The Boy 

responds by insisting that he will only marry a girl of his 

own choosing ("I'll Marry"). He leaves as The Girl is joined 

by her father, who orders her insideé.What happens 

next?  Come see the show and enjoy the most simple tale 

ever told with songs you will sing all the way home. 

 

The Fantasticks is directed by Debbie May with musical 

direction by Dian Dippold, choreography by Sara Fitizzi 

and produced by Debbie Lummis. 

NOT SO COMMON  PLAYERS  BEGIN  FUNDRAISING  DRIVE  

The NOT SO COMMON  PLAYERS are celebrating their tenth anniversaryð ten years of producing quality com-

munity theatre in Clifton Park.  Throughout this ten year period we have been blessed with financial support from 

the Town Board.  This financial support along with the commitment of scores of volunteers has allowed the players 

to provide free entertainment for thousands of community residents.  10 Yearsð25 Shows! 

 

In 2009, the Players applied for and were granted 501c3 Not for Profit status. This status will allow us to continue 

providing entertainment with the support of the Town of Clifton Park, and reach out to you, our valued supporters, 

for voluntary financial contributions to help us accomplish our mission. In addition, we envision a future that in-

cludes a community center for the arts ï not only for the Players, but for all other performing and visual arts in the 

Town. Please consider making a tax deductible contribution. The levels recommended are as follows, however 

every contribution no matter the amount will be valued and acknowledged. 
 

ALL  CONTRIBUTORS  AT  THE  STAGE  HANDS LEVEL  AND ABOVE  WILL  BE LISTED  IN  THE   

NSCP 2010-2011 PLAYBILLS  UNLESS OTHERWISE  REQUESTED.   
Contôd. on Page 3 

NOT  SO COMMON  

T IMES  
THE PERFECT 

MUSICAL!  

ITôS A GEM! 
W W W . N O T S O C O M M O N P L A Y E R S . O R G   



As the NOT SO COMMON  PLAYERSô newest 

Board member, Jim Mackenzie ï aka ñJMacò ï 

brings a lifetime of unique skills and abilities to the 

group, along with his trademark low-key demeanor 

and great sense of humor. 

 

Jimôs appetite for theatre was first whetted in high 

school in Niskayuna, where he grew up. He served 

as stage crew for a few productions, but his interest 

in theatre really grew later on when he started de-

signing electrical and lighting systems for theaters, 

including the Yulman Theater Arts Building at 

Union College, Shakespeare and Companyôs Foun-

dersô Theatre and Elayne P. Bernstein Theatre, the 

Performance and Production Center in Lenox, 

Mass., and several NYS high school auditoriums. 

 

After earning his BS degree in Electrical Engineer-

ing from Virginia Tech in 1977, Jim began working 

as a consulting electrical engineer at firms in Min-

neapolis and Albany. He has designed lighting, 

power and communications systems for a wide 

range of facilities and founded and ran his own 

consulting electrical engineering company, MAC 

Engineering, for 13 years. 

 

Currently Jim is VP of Lewis Engineering, a con-

sulting engineering firm in Albany that designs 

building mechanical and electrical systems. In his 

career he has worked on projects as diverse as the 

Erie Canal Lock E3 rehabilitation, the Sacred Heart 

Church restoration at the University of Notre 

Dame, energy efficiency improvements at Ellis 

Island/Statue of Liberty, and lighting improve-

ments at Saratoga Race Course. 

 

Jim met his wife Carol (a native of St. Paul, Minne-

sota) when they worked together in Glacier Park, 

Montana in the summer of 1975. They married and 

lived in Minnesota for 13 years before moving to 

New York in 1990, for a job change and to be near 

Jimôs parents. Now married 31 years, they have four 

children, all born in Minnesota. Son Peter, an Eng-

lish teacher at Kipp Charter School in Albany, is 

married to wife Trisha with two sons. Daughter Bre 

is a pediatrician doing her residency at the Univer-

sity of Minnesota. Twins Joanna and Danielle also 

went into health care: Joanna will graduate in May 

from Russell Sage College with a degree in Nutri-

tion, and Danielle is an Intensive Care Nurse at 

Albany Medical Center. 

 

For the Mackenzie family, music and theatre are a 

family affair. In 2003, wife Carol and daughters 

Joanna and Danielle were members of the Clifton 

Park Community Chorus. Fellow chorus member 

Sally Burke convinced novice actress Joanna to play 

the role of Sarah in NSCPôs Queen of Hearts. Soon 

after, producer Richard Lenehan, desperate for more 

men to play ñbarfliesò in the show, nabbed Jim, who 

had been driving Joanna to rehearsals! 

 

Since then, Joanna has acted in more shows, Dan-

ielle has worked stage crew, and Carol has done 

costumes and set painting. And Jim found his niche 

behind the scenes after his first and only onstage 

role. He helped with sound for NSCPôs Annie Get 

Your Gun in 2004, and his first lighting design for 

NSCP was Guys and Dolls in 2005. Since then, he 

has worked on lighting for The Pajama Game, Red 

Hot and Cole, Theyôre Playing Our Song, The Wiz-

ard of Oz, Godspell and Bye Bye Birdie. Currently 

Jim is doing the lighting design for The Fantasticks. 

 

ñI learn a little bit more on each show, so hopefully 

each one is better than the previous,ò says Jim. 

ñStage lighting has given me an outlet to explore 

and expand my creative side, while keeping my 

fingers in the technical end of things.  Page  3 
 

SSP O T L I G H TP O T L I G H T   O NO N :  J:  J I MI M   MM A C K E N Z I EA C K E N Z I E   
P a g e  2  

ñSpotlight Onò is a 

regular feature of our 

newsletter, profiling a 

person who has made a 

positive impact on  NOT 

SO COMMON  PLAYERS  

Once Upon A Mattress ñdirected by Sky Vogel  

Jim & Carol Mackenzie  

Performances: 

 

July 16, 17, 18 

& 22, 23, 24, 25 

ð7:30 PMð 

On the Clifton Common 

Bring the Family 

Bug Spray, 

Picnic 

 

ENJOY FREE  

MUSICAL THEATRE  

Many moons ago, in a far-off place 

Lived a handsome prince with a gloomy face 

For he did not have a bride 

Alas, the prince couldnôt find a lass 

Who would suit his motherôs pride. 

 

Once Upon a Mattress is the musical telling of the fable ñThe Princess and the Pea.ò It takes place in 

an enchanted kingdom during a time of damsels, castles, swords, etc. 

 

As our story begins we learn of the poor princeôs pitiable predicament.  And why should it be thus?  It 

seems Her Royal Highness the Queen has rather royal high standards for her heir.  Whatôs more, she has 

decreed that until there is held a royal wedding, there will be no nuptials of any kind!  Naturally, the 

townspeople (certainly the eligible ladies and gents) are rather anxious at this unnatural state of affairs.  

Or, er, lack of affairs.  Seizing the initiative (and an offstage steed), a noble, brave, and yes, handsome 

knight sets out on a quest to find a worthy woman for woyal wooing. 

 

Thence from another enchanted kingdom arrives a remarkable woman, eager to display her qualifications 

for the princeôs hand, not to mention the rest of him.  She sings!  She dances!  She does long division in 

her head!  But little does she realize that, in order to succeed, she will have to meet a never-before-met 

challenge both tall andésmall. 

 See website for more info:  www.notsocommonplayers.org  



P a g e  3 

ñOn January 22, I was happy to attend a presentation by  NOT SO COMMON  PLAYERS  of our 

community called an Uncommon Encore Celebration held at the Clifton Park Halfmoon Li-

brary.  About 900 people attended the three performances celebrating NOT SO COMMON  

PLAYERS  10th Anniversary.  It was a wonderful event, especially to see what they have done 

for the town and community. Special thanks to two of our elected officials who performed that 

evening, Supervisor Phil Barrett and Town Clerk Pat OôDonnell, and I commend both of you 

for what you do for arts and culture in the town.  I am the liaison to the Community Arts and 

Culture Commission and will sing the praises of NOT SO COMMON  PLAYERS  noting how 

important arts and culture are to this community and how many people are enjoying it.  They 

deserve a home someday.  I know there are other priorities that are more important but Iôm not 

going to let you forget about it. You can go to NYC and spend $300 for a performance like  

this but in Clifton Park it costs zippo.ò  Sandy Rothôs comments at a Town Board Meeting.  NSCP is 

delighted to receive this commendation from Sandy.   

AN UNCOMMON  ENCORE CELEBRATIONðFROM SANDY ROTH, FORMER TOWN COUNCILMAN . 

Dates to Remember : 
 

Auditions:  
Once Upon a Mattress ð 
April 11th & 13th  
 
Performances:  
The Fantasticks  
April 30th ðMay 9th  
 
Auditions:  
Working ðJune  8th & 10th  
 
Performances:  
Once Upon a Mattress  
July 16 ð25th 

 

 

   ǏǏǏ      Producers ($1,000 or higher)Producers ($1,000 or higher)Producers ($1,000 or higher)   

   Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ Directors ($500Directors ($500Directors ($500ððð$999)$999)$999)   

   Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ Actors ($200Actors ($200Actors ($200ððð$499)$499)$499)   

   Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ Stage Hands ($100Stage Hands ($100Stage Hands ($100ððð$199)$199)$199)   

   Ǐ Ǐ Ǐ Patrons (under $100)Patrons (under $100)Patrons (under $100)   

   ALL  CONTRIBUTIONS  ARE TAX  DEDUCTIBLE . 
An envelope is being sent included in our upcoming playbill for The Fantasticks.  Checks 

should be made payable to the NOT SO COMMON  PLAYERS  and mailed to P.O. Box 296, 

Clifton Park, New York 12065.  Be sure to include your name and address with your contri-

bution and e-mail address so we can add you to our member list. 

 

The Players know that in these uncertain times, there is little disposable income.  However, 

your support of the arts and the mission of the Players will go along way toward providing an 

outlet for everyone who appreciate theatre, whether on stage, backstage or in the audience.

Contôd from page 1 FUNDRAISING  DRIVE  

 

 

WORKING, THE MUSICALñDirected by Thomas Bambury 

June 8th & 10th 2010 

Tuesð6:30pm 

Thursð6-30pm 
Shenendehowa  

Adult Community Center  

Vischer Ferry Road 

At the Clifton Common 

 
AUDITION REQUIREMENTS  

PLEASE PREPARE 16 BARS FROM  

A  BROADWAY  SHOW  

PREPARE TO READ FROM THE 

SCRIPT  

DRESS COMFORTABLY FOR A 

MOVEMENT AUDITION  

GOOD LUCK!  

WORKING 
!!!Auditions!!!  

WWORKINGORKING  Based on the best-selling book of interviews with American workers by Studs Terkel, 

Working explores the American workday from the Monday morning blues to the second shift 

blahs using the original words of some uncommon common men and women. Twenty-six 

workers, including a parking lot attendant, corporate executive, newsboy, schoolteacher, gas 

man, housewife, fireman, waitress, millworker, sailor, etc., sing and talk about their jobs, 

defining not only their daily round, but their hopes and aspirations as well.  

The show opened on Broadway 5/14/78. Stephen Schwartz and Nina Faso adapted the book 

from Studs Terkelôs Working: People Talk About What They Do All Day and How They 

Feel About What They Do.  The music is by Stephen Schwartz, James Taylor, Micki Grant, 

Craig Carnelia and Mary Rodgers. 

Those auditioning should prepare 16 bars or more of a Broadway song, not necessarily from 

the show. Accompanist provided. There may be a brief movement portion of the audition as 

well. No formal dance routine is required to have prepared ahead of time! 

See website for additional information: www.notsocommonplayers.org  

SPOTLIGHTðMackenzie contôd 

I enjoy experimenting with new lighting equipment, and always wanted to be able use the stage lighting 

systems I was designing,ò he continues. ñNSCP has given me that opportunity. In return, I have tried to 

bring the lighting systems for our shows up to the ónext level.ôò Jim says he enjoys the team collabora-

tion of every show, and the camaraderie of community theatre, working with so many different talented 

and personable people from all ages and walks of life. 

http://www.musicalschwartz.com/working-studs-terkel.htm
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1565843428?ie=UTF8&tag=musicalschwar-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1565843428
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1565843428?ie=UTF8&tag=musicalschwar-20&linkCode=as2&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1565843428
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Not  So 

COMMON  PLAYERS  

To help our environment, NSCP is 

ñgoing greenò with our newsletter! 

We now provide it on our web site 

as a PDF download, to save paper 

(and postage costs). Hard copies 

are available for pick-up at select 

locations including:  

Town Hall  

Shenedehowa Adult Commu-

nityCenter 

Clifton Park -Halfmoon Library  

ï please see our web site for a list. 

 

ALSO: please sign up for our e-

mail list on our web site. We plan 

to e-mail our newsletter to opted-in 

recipients in the near future! 

 

Go to: 

www.NotSoCommonPlayers.org 

 

NSCP  Goes Green! 

N OT  SO  COMMON  PLAYERS  2010  

Directed by  

Sky Vogel 
July 16, 17, 18  & 

22, 23, 24, 25ñ7:30 PM 

On the Clifton Common 

Directed by  

Thomas Bambury 
Fall 2010 

Shen HS East WWORKINGORKING  

NOT SO COMMON  PLAYERS  is excited about a new 

partnership with Living Resources.  We hope to show 

you how not-for-profit organizations can help one 

another.  Look for their visual contribution to our 

sets. 

 

In the spring of 1997, Living Resources opened the 

doors of 6A Cuyler Avenue, providing a place for 

individuals with disabilities to discover their own 

artistic abilities.  Located in historic Albany, New 

York, this classic carriage house creates a stimulating 

environment where imaginations soar.  With the suc-

cess of the original Carriage House, Living Resources 

has expanded our services to multiple sites through-

out the tri-city area including Saratoga, Rensselaer, 

and Schenectady Counties. Talented teachers design 

classes for people with all disabilities that allow true 

art exploration. 

 

Living Resources is always looking for new and excit-

ing ways to help students celebrate their artistic abili-

ties.  We appreciate organizations such as NOT SO 

COMMON  PLAYERS  that allow us to challenge our 

students and share with their community how talented 

our artists really are.  Visit Living Resources at:  

www.livingresources.org/ArtsCtr.htm  

Living ResourcesðA New NSCP Partner 

Directed by  

Debbie May 
April 30, May 1 & 2 

May 6, 7, 8,  9  

Shen HS East 

Non-profit 

Organization 
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